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If you count the pages, you’ll find 
that the Major Prophets—Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel 
and Daniel—occupy almost  
25 percent of the entire Old 
Testament. So, in the Illuminate 
curriculum we’re faced with the 
daunting task of trying to pick 
only thirteen brief passages of 
Scripture from this huge section  
of the Bible. The result is that 
we’ve chosen to focus entirely on 
the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
both of whom deservedly are 
regarded as giants in the long 
tradition of biblical prophecy. 
Selecting only these two books 
means that the courageous 
accounts of faithfulness in  
Daniel, his prophecies of future 
kingdoms, and the apocalyptic 
elements in Ezekiel are not 
included in this quarter’s course 
of study. Instead we’ve chosen 
the theme, Courageous Ambas-
sadors for God to highlight the 
courage and radical obedience of 
these two remarkable messengers 
of Yahweh. 

Our study begins with the 
well-known passage from the 
sixth chapter of Isaiah telling of 
Isaiah’s call from God. Next we 
deal with “The Folly of Material-
ism & Secularism”—two world 
views that exclude God as the 
primary source of truth and 
morality. Lesson 3 takes us  
to Isaiah 40, that magnificent 
chapter on the greatness of God 

and his readiness to help those 
who seek him. Lesson 4 brings  
a message that “God has not 
forgotten!” to all who languish  
in difficult circumstances. 

Lesson 5 takes us to Isaiah 58 
and reveals to us God’s plea for 
the people to substitute justice 
and compassion for mere ritual 
religion. Lesson 6 gives us a 
glimpse of Isaiah’s prophetic 
vision about what God has in 
store for us at the end of this 
current age. Lesson 7 moves to 
the book of Jeremiah and deals 
with Jeremiah’s call. Lesson 8 
points out the “double sin” of 
Israel, and lesson 9 deals with  
the danger of falsehood being 
promoted in the name of religion. 

The last four studies in this 
series are all from the book of 
Jeremiah and represent a variety 
of the prophet’s concerns. Lesson 
10 calls the people of Israel away 
from the brink of disaster and 
captivity through repentance, 
while lesson 11, in sharp contrast, 
finds the prophet complaining  
to God about the untenable  
and unenviable situation into 
which the Lord has thrust him. 
Lesson 12 deals with God’s 
message of hope to Babylonian 
exiles after the destruction of 
Jerusalem. Finally, lesson 13 
brings us to the much-quoted 
promises of the Lord about the 
institution of a new covenant. 

—Ron Woodward 
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Isaiah 6:1-13 

Isaiah’s Call  

Study Goals  
Understand what it would 
mean for any one of us to be 
overwhelmed by a vision of 
the holiness of God and out  
of that experience to receive  
a call to serve him in a very 
specific way. 
Explore the historical context 

of Isaiah’s call, especially in 
regard to the significance of 
King Uzziah’s death. 

 Imagine what Isaiah actually 
saw in the temple. 

Share with one another 
about our own “visions”  
of God—times in public  
or private worship when  
we have sensed the holiness 
of God in an unusual way. 

Talk about how ready  
we are to say, “Here am I. 
Send me!” 

by Krista Burdine 

Opening Activity 
Today’s lesson explores God’s call on 
the life of Isaiah to tell God’s people 
about their coming destruction as the 
result of their hard-hearted behaviors. 
The real call on Isaiah’s life was to 
obedience. What other famous 
callings can you think of? Consider 
biblical figures, historical characters, 
and contemporary persons (consider 
the likes of the apostle Paul, Jim Elliot, 
Mother Teresa if you need ideas). 
Next, brainstorm a general list of the 
kind of missions to which God might 
call people today (missionary work, 
feeding the hungry, helping the 
homeless, among others). 

/1a 
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Illuminate Isaiah 6:1-5 
“In the year that King Uzziah died…” (v. 1a). 
Normally a historian would date an event  
by relating it to another event, such as, “In the 
fifty-second year of King Uzziah’s reign…” But 
after half a century of strong leadership, King 
Uzziah had fallen prey to pride. He entered the 
temple without permission, daring to approach 
God directly instead of through the Levitical 
priests. For his unfaithfulness, Uzziah was struck 
with leprosy and had to live the remaining 
years of his life in isolation (2 Chronicles 26). 
The prophet Isaiah saw the slow decline of the 
king as symbolic of the situation of the nation: 
fading away, diseased, not worthy of continued 
divine investment. Yet in that dark moment, 
Isaiah was given a vision of the Lord and 
promised that new life would grow again 
someday. 

Was the vision real? Notably, the vision 
does not describe God himself, but everything 
around him. Presumably no words could 
describe God’s face; beyond that, God had 
already told Moses that “no man can see me 
and live” (Exodus 33:20). Later, John’s gospel 
affirms that nobody has ever seen God (John 
1:18). Even if this exchange happened entirely 
in Isaiah’s mind like a dream, the prophet was 
sufficiently impressed by this experience that  
he continued unswervingly in his ministry for 
nearly half a century. Visionary moments are 
important in the life of every Christ follower,  
for they help us remember the high points  
of our calling on days when we don’t feel  
very effective. 

Interact  

Isaiah 6:1-5 
 Using a whiteboard 

and only the clues 
given in vv. 1-5, 
work together as a 
group to draw what 
Isaiah saw. No art 
degree required;  
just pay attention  
to what details are 
given—and what 
details are not given. 

 How would you 
describe the sun to 
someone who had 
never been outside 
and had no access  
to books, art, or the 
internet? How is this 
like trying to 
describe God? 

 The prophet 
includes himself  
in his assessment  
of Israel’s plight. 
How might our 
personal mission  
be influenced by  
the attitude that  
we are just as needy 
of God’s mercy as 
those to whom we 
speak? 
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Illuminate Isaiah 6:6-8 
“Fire” as a literary device: often in the Old 
Testament, water is used as the symbolic 
element for cleansing, while fire is an indication 
of God’s righteous anger. The use of a burning 
ember for purification is significant to note here. 
The ember comes from an altar upon which the 
Lord has his righteous anger over sin appeased 
by sacrifice. When proper atonement was made 
with blood upon that altar, the people would 
be reconciled to him. Similarly, when the 
burning coal from the altar touches Isaiah’s  
lips, he experiences forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion so that he can bear to be in the presence  
of the Lord.  

Significance of forgiveness: not only is Isaiah 
made righteous in his own estimation of need, 
but his innate sinfulness is also burned away. 
With the separation removed, Isaiah can now 
hear the Lord with his own ears and no longer 
needs the seraphim to act as agent. He suddenly 
experiences himself closer to the throne as the 
distance has melted away. With his lips purified, 
Isaiah can now speak in the presence of the 
most holy God. 

“Who will go for us?” (v. 8). The conversa-
tional we could be the start of a consultation 
between the King and Isaiah. But later in the 
New Testament, this specific conversation is  
also attributed to Jesus Christ as well as to the 
Holy Spirit (John 12:41; Acts 28:25). For this 
reason, this text provides support for the 
concept of the Trinity—the one God with  
three faces. 

Isaiah 6:6-8 
 What event had to 

occur to bring Isaiah 
into a position so he 
could hear God’s 
call? 

 Have you ever 
experienced God  
in an especially real 
way, similar to 
Isaiah’s experience  
in his vision? 
Describe that 
experience. 

 This passage 
describes a call to 
ministry. What are 
some other ways 
God calls people to 
ministry? Personal or 
historical examples 
are welcome. 

September 6, 2015 

Isaiah’s Call /1c 



ILLUMINATE • Study Guide 
Major Prophets 

Illuminate Isaiah 6:9-13 
Literary note: the structure of Isaiah’s  
call has three parts. The first part in 
verses 9-10 addresses any expectations 
the prophet may have had about the 
spiritual impact of his ministry. Using  
a symmetry of form, the prophet is 
reassured that the people of his nation 
will neither externally (hearing, seeing) 
nor internally (understanding, perceiv-
ing) comprehend his message. At least 
the prophet knows from the start that 
nobody will listen to him; Isaiah’s job  
is simply to deliver the message.  

Verses 11-13a give a historical-
political context for the scope of  
his ministry. Isaiah lives to see the 
fulfillment of this prophecy of complete 
destruction when the northern kingdom 
of Israel is conquered by Assyria and 
deported in about 721 BC (about  
twenty years after the death of King 
Uzziah). A small fragment (Judah)  
of the people will escape this fate,  
but even that slender remnant will 
eventually be scoured away (586 BC). 
Israel has no hope of surviving its fate. 

But Isaiah receives relief in verse 13b 
in the form of a Messianic hope. In the 
same way an ancient oak tree sends up  
a shoot from the stump after it has been 
cut down, so new life—a holy seed—will 
grow from the rubble of Israel’s 
destruction. Isaiah identifies the stump 
as David’s throne in 11:1—someday a 
king will be in Israel again. Despite 
Israel’s punishment, God will continue 
to honor his promise of an eternal king 
from the line of David. Rescue will come. 
Reference: Motyer, J. A. The Prophecy of Isaiah. 
Downer’s Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 1993. 

Isaiah 6:9-13 
 Read verses 9-10 aloud. Does 

Isaiah’s call sound like you might 
expect? What is surprising about  
this description of his ministry? 

 Discuss the idea that by saving a 
tenth of the nation of Israel, God 
considers the whole to be saved. 
How might this influence the way 
we work to honor our own calling 
or perceive the effectiveness of our 
ministry?   

 Restored relationship in the Bible 
often leads to a gratitude response. 
Discuss times you have experienced 
restoration in your life, either with 
God or in other relationships. What 
led to the moment happening? 
What good came out of it? 

Living It Out Together  
Do you sense a new or renewed 
call in your heart today as the 
result of this study? If God 
impressed upon you that your 
audience would never accept you, 
would you be brave enough to 
stick with it until the end, resting 
in the knowledge that your sole 
mission is to be obedient? As we 
close our time today considering 
where God might be calling each 
of us, let’s pray together for the 
grace and courage to follow God, 
even if his call is to a ministry that 
will never appear successful. 
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